It’s hard enough to play in the competitive volleyball 18-year-old and under AB division of Star of the North Games with athletes of the proper age. Try doing it with a team that has more high school freshmen and sophomores on it than it does juniors in high school.
That’s exactly what the Hutchinson 17-1s is doing, and after two quick wins to open the tournament it’s showing it belongs. With a team motto of, “The Little Club That Could,” Hutchinson has gotten used to playing older opponents and proving itself.
“We had 13 girls try out and we kept 11,” coach Tim Hacker said. “We’ve played against clubs that have hundreds of players try out.”

Hutchinson has found a serious case of quality over quantity though, with three out of four of its juniors already committed to play college volleyball. Kayla Tronick is slotted to play for Division I Kentucky, Jessica Zieman will play for Division II Duluth, and Julia Witt is headed for Division II Augustana.
“I’m so excited,” Tronick said about heading to Kentucky. “I’m really nervous, but mostly excited.”

Hacker said playing college volleyball is a goal for the entire roster, and the team is designed to help them accomplish just that. 
“We’ve been able to create an environment where these kids can be trained to a high level and get them exposure to a high level,” Hacker said.

That high level has taken Hutchinson all over the country, which has given college coaches a chance to see the girls play. The money spent on that kind of travel is easier for parents because the Hutchinson team exists. In the past, girls looking to play at higher levels had to drive to the Twin Cities to be a part of elite teams. Now Hutchinson has an elite team of its own, and it’s making noise at the Star of the North Games. 
When asked if her team plans on taking gold in the tournament, Tronick thought for a second before answering yes. Hacker quickly chimed in, “That had better be the answer.” 

That kind of confidence shows that despite the age deficit they start each match with, when they walk on the court they expect to win.
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